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AP Physics, Brockport High School NY USA
Title:  Concise wording that describes the essence of the lab.

Introduction  - specifically describes what the lab is attempting to prove.  Often, some history of the problem is included and why the lab is being conducted.  Use the present tense.
Materials and Methods - in paragraph form and written in the past tense or passive voice; specific details of the equipment used and the methods in their correct sequence; include sketches of lab setups.  One must be able to repeat the experiment from this section.  Avoid the use of "I" and "we."

Results -written in the past tense; describes your findings, data collected, and includes data tables, graphs, general trends, derived formulas, etc.  All work and data tables must be shown here.  Tables and graphs are identified by number (example: Table 1, Figure 1).  

Discussion - tense can vary, describes your results in relation to other data, discusses problems associated with the lab, postulates trends in the data, suggests sources of error, etc.

Note:  The Results and Discussion sections may be combined.
Your presentation of the lab is important.  Be sure it is grammatically correct and neatly typed.  Be careful of tense changes within a paragraph.  Graphs must be done on a computer.  A lab report must be an individual report, even though you may have worked with a partner.  Data collected during a lab must be authentic.  "Fudging" is unacceptable and unnecessary.

